
January 19, 2006 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

 I have had the privilege of working with Kurtis Hewson over the last three years 

at Blue Hills Community School. I strongly support his nomination in the Excellence in 

Teaching Awards Program. I believe that Kurtis has proved excellence in three main 

areas of teaching: excellence in the classroom, excellence with colleagues, and excellence 

in administration. 

 Kurtis, first and foremost, is a classroom teacher. He has a real love of student 

learning and strives to ensure the success of all. With a firm understanding of the 

curriculum, Kurtis develops unit plans and lessons that are fun, engaging and hands-on. 

Recognizing that all students learn and develop differently, Kurtis relies heavily on 

differentiation when teaching and planning. For example, during a unit on Flight, 

students were asked to choose a mode of flight they were interested in and a format for 

explaining their research in the form of a poster, pamphlet, diorama, etc. In an effort to 

motivate students to exceed their own limits, Kurtis always accompanies any assignment 

with a clear and concise rubric written in student language that explains in detail how a 

project will be marked. Each day with his classes, Kurtis strive to empower students to be 

curious and investigate the world around them in order to learn and teach others.  

 Kurtis has also shown excellence among his colleagues. Kurtis became the 

principal of BHCS during a difficult time for staff and students. During his time at 

BHCS, Kurtis has refocused the direction of the school upon our division’s Education 

Plan. With the creation of Action Plan teams, Kurtis has given staff back the control of 

creating and implementing goals to carry out the Education Plan. For example, under the 

Education Plan goal “High Quality Learning Opportunities for All,” one Action Plan 

Team decided to educate staff, parents and students about the multiple intelligences 

through assemblies, newsletters, and daily announcements. With money set aside in the 

budget, Kurtis made it possible for the Action Plan team to buy teacher resources, school 

materials and provide Professional Development opportunities for staff. 



 Kurtis has also shown excellence in administration. Life-long learning is a priority 

for Kurtis and he leads the staff by his example. Constantly reading and recommending 

educational texts, Kurtis believes that a great teacher is well-informed and constantly 

reflecting and trying to improve best practice. Kurtis works hard to collect, compile and 

interpret data in many areas of student growth. Test result data is provided for staff to 

review and then discussed at staff meetings to direct teachers, teacher assistants, and 

special education specialists to areas of greatest student need. For example, test scores 

showed a trend of low problem-solving ability. With staff, Kurtis implemented a daily 

problem-solving time for all students as well as making student improvement in problem-

solving a school goal. In an effort to increase parent involvement in the school, Kurtis 

began “Parent coffee chats,” an invitation to all parents to come and discuss important 

school issues in a more relaxed atmosphere. Although Kurtis’ administrative duties do 

not always take him directly into the classroom, his influence with school vision and 

direction is obvious. 

 Kurtis is a teacher and principal who genuinely cares about the students, parents 

and staff he works with. He has shown excellence in the classroom ensuring that 

regardless of learning level or ability; excellence through his support and guidance of 

teachers; and excellence in administration through his example of life-long learning and 

the care he takes to be well-informed in all areas of student growth. I strongly believe that 

Kurtis deserves the award for Excellence in Teaching. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sarah Bubar 

Blue Hills Community School 

sarahb@fvsd.ab.ca 

Home Phone: (780) 928-4946 

Work Phone: (780)928-3632 

 


